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EDITORS PAGE 


Although rolling stones are said to gather no moss, bonsai 
growers do, and the Wilkinson family has been gathering moss for Mary's 
bonsai trees recently, There has been a particularly lush growth of 
moss this year in response to the recent rains, probably because of the 
cooler temperatures prevailing by the time the rain finally came. The 
sudden appearance after the autumn rains of carpets of green moss on 
logs, rocks, bare ground, even on those stony ant heaps, is one of 
natures wonders which we perhaps tend to take for granted. All of the 
many species of moss which grow in this area have to survive a long, 
hot summer season, during which the only evidence that moss is a 
conspicuous part of our flora is the bare survival of small patches in 
favoured situations, and the shrivelled, apparently lifeless, remnants 
on rocks, fallen logs and so on. Moss plants belong to the Phylum 
Bryophyta, Class Musci, with about 14,000 species world wide. They re-~ 
produce by means of spores, produced in the little stalked capsules 
(sporangia) which can generally be seen in patches of actively growing 
mosse Growth and reproduction require moisture, but the spores can 
resist dessication by the scorching summer sun, and if they have come 
to rest on a suitable surface, germinate and grow quickly when the 
conditions are right. 


Our moss gathering expeditions have made me aware of the variety 
of species of moss growing in this area, It would be an interesting 
exercise to classify them, but unfortunately, I am not aware of any 
publication written for the non-specialists which would assist in 
identifying the species involved. I once examined under a binocular 
microscope some moss gathered off granite outcrops on Mount Alexander, 
and discovered an unexpected side-light of moss study. The moist micro- 
habitat of the moss had its own fauna of tiny insects, insect larvae, 
Spiders and a fearsome looking, spiky, mite-like creature, the largest 
element of this mini fauna. This creature was just detectable to the 
naked eye, but most of the others were well nigh invisible without 
magnification. Presumably these tiny animals flourish and breed while 
the moss is moist and actively growing, and lay eggs which, like the 
moss spores, survive summer, and hatch when the moss begins growth again 
in the autumn. ' 


* OK RF K kK K kK Kk kK KK OK OK 


A Syllabus Sub-Committee has been formed to prepare a full Syllabus 
for 1982, to be published and distributed in December this year. Berry 
Vardy and myself are acting as convenors/co-ordinators, but wish to 
involve other people, preferably volunteers. Graham Hill and John Lindner 
have joined us, but more people would mean more ideas. If you have ideas 
for meeting topics or speakers, and/or excursions, for next years 
syllabus, then either come to the Sub-Committee meetings, or if you do 
not wish to get that involved, then at least pass on your ideas to one 
of the people named above. 


* * KK K HK OK KH K KK K KK 


It seems that by setting too tight a deadline for articles for 
the proposed Vol.7, Part 3 of "The Bendigo Naturalist" I have 
discouraged potential contributors. I have not received even a single 
contribution! Not being a person to give up easily, I am assuming 
(perhaps wrongly?) that members do wish to see The Bendigo Naturalist 
revived. If it cannot be produced this year, then I venture to suggest 
that it probably never will be. If articles were in hand by the end of 
September, then the magazine could be ready for distribution before 
Christmas. Could intending contributors please make an effort to meet 
the revised deadline? 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor 


oe 


OF DRAGONS, MONITORS AND OTHER REPTILES 
by Don Franklin 


You've got to be quick to catch a mallee dragon. When approached 

it will dart with striking rapidity, long slender tail aloft for 
balance, from its basking spot on the sand to its burrow. In spite of 
their fanecious name, they are harmless lizards only i6. 5 cm. long, 
the tail contributing 11.5 cm. of that. 


Fortunately, when given the job of surveying the fauna of Hattah-Kulkyne 
National Park (formerly smaller, and known as Hattah Lakes), I wasn't 
expected to chase the reptiles on foot. Instead, the National Parks 

Service provided pit-fall and other traps. It was chiefly with the pit-falls 
that, during my two month stay there last summer, thirty-two species of 
reptiles were recorded. 


A pit-fall trap is a length of temporary fence of plastic sheeting or 
similar material, underneath which are buckets buried up to their necks. 
The theorty is that an animal runs along the fence and falls in the bucket, 
and believe it or not, it sometimes works. They are mostly used in sandy 
country (because the digging is easier!), and their introduction to 
Australia in only: the last few years has already facilitated better 
reptile surveys and the discovery of a new genus of carnivorous marsupial 
mice, Ningaui. 


I was still getting up the first pitfall when a lizard fell in - a striped 
skink that had been disturbed from its porcupine grass shelter. The 
striped skink was commonly found in a variety of habitats, often 
sheltering under bushes and fallen logs. 


It didn't take me long to discover that mallee scrub with an under- 
growth of seemingly unfriendly porcupine grass carried far more species 
and individual reptiles than anywhere else in the Park. The dense spiny 
clumps provide shelter from predators and heat, and maintain humidity, 
factors which are utilized both. by reptiles and the insects on which many 
of them feed. Some species, such as the mallee dragon, were common there 
and absent elsewhere. 


-One of the most exciting finds from the porcupine grass cowumtry was a 
little snake-like creature with a pink. tail. About 15 cm. (6 inches) 

long and only 3 mm. (1/8 in.) ‘diameter, I at first thought it was a snake, 
but on checking the reference books it proved to be atype of legless 
lizard called the worm lizard. Like the almost legless burrowing skink, 
this fellow 'swims' well in sand, disappearing below the surface in a 
second or so, The worm lizard lives underground and is not often seen, 
though it may be common. 


Dragons are quite a feature of the Park. As well as the mallee dragon, 

the painted dragon, the nobbi, and the bearded dragon are also to be seen. 
The painted dragon's name refers to the ochre red and deep purple colour of 
the male. The nobbi and bearded dragon were most often seen in the more 
open dune country around the lakes. All the dragons are egg layers, and 
during the summer these hatch, so that many tiny dragons were seen. The 
hatchlings have different patterns to the parents, the young bearded 
dragons being boldiy patterned with cream-coloured stripes and bars, which 
in the adult are quite obscure. 


4, 
OF DRAGONS, MONITORS AND OTHER REPTILES continued 


The red gum and black box floodplain near the lakes has a quite 
different reptile fauna to the porcupine grass mallee. Often seen 

here is the lace monitor, which may grow to 2 m, long. They are also» 
called the tree goanna because of their climbing habits. However, in. 
spite of their long claws they have trouble with smooth-barked ‘gum trees. 
I saw one fall after reaching 5 m. height, and another found itself 
stuck in full view of me at 10 ™m. betes -after eames to escape my 
attention. 


At least three small lizards spend most of their life on: the entinies of): 
the river red gum and black box: trees, sheltering by day in crevices or. 
“under bark. Most common of these is the wall skink. The other two, the = 
tree dtella and the marbled gecko, are quite similar to each other in- 
appearance, but can be easily identified by the shape and arrangement 

of the toe pads. In both species the pads. are expanded to give a good. 
grip for climbing. The wall skink, on the other hand, grips the tree with 
‘long toes under which are sheen eaecn scales, 


More widespread, ‘though. less common than the lace monttep is the 

sand monitor, a slender goanna that mostly grows to- only a metre length. 
Several hatchlings were seen, these being 25 em, (1 foot)-long, and 
amongst the most beautiful of all reptiles, ‘with their brown OOS 
covered in BHSUDALY, defined gold stripes and spots. 


Fortunately for me, no venomous snakes were caught in the Sit-Falis. 
Indeed the: only snake in the pit-falls was one blind snake, a ‘small 
wormlike species with small eye-spots set bélow the semi-transparent skin. 
I did see other snakes, of course. At Hattah-Kulkyne, the tiger snake is 
restricted to the- vicinity of lakes and the ecjacent Murray River, where 
it is widespread and.common. . cain’ 


Most. interesting of the venomous pnakes was a 40 cm.- Lisney Seale Bee 
snake retrieved (not by me!) from a well at the old Kulkyne Station 
homestead, In spite of its colour it did not look like an ordinary’ brown 
snake, a fact readily confirmed by a count of the number of scale rows. 

It rere to be the myall, or curl snake, a rare species in Victoria. 

My books say that the curl snake can inflict a painful but not fatal bite. 


Also retrieved from this well was a six foot long Carpet python. Hattah- 
Kulkyne National Park is one of the few places in Victoria where this © 
docile and non-venomous snake can still be fairly readily located. 
Perhaps. collectors have contributed to their decline, for so unafraid 

of man are they that I once had to pick one up off a track where it’ was 
likely to get run over, as I could not frighten it’ eMENy from its mda = 
morning sunbake. ; 


The other group of reptiles observed was tortoises. Three species live in 
’ the lakes and Murray River, and can sometimes be seen padgse on the top’ 
of a partially submerged log. — 


i ould: like to thank John. Lindner, Rov eeeceni ey oul sane Robinson. for 
their help with this work. They were unfortunate in missing. the more. bees 
interesting finds(mammal,: bird and reptile) of. the survey. Also, my. 
thanks to the Mammal Survey Group for allowing. me to use some. of; thein _ 
traps. birt 


AN N_EAST GIPPE GIPPSLAND RESERVE 


nl ete RS 


by Johns & Jean ee 


Returning to Victoria by way of the Bonang: Highway Eveit Delegate in 
New South Wales to Orbost, the gravelled road passes through a most 
interesting section of ane Gippsland flora. There are not many parts 
ofthe trip where:a traveller can pause to observe, owing to the 
narrowness of the mountain road, which winds in and out of gullies. 
and around hillside cuttings. However, one section has just sufficient 
space to park a car and caravan clear of the traffic, Had this is called 
"The Gap Roadside Reserve", — 


This reserve, provided by the Forest Commission of Victoria, — 
extends from the Bendoe Road to the Gunmark Road, and takes in an area 
of five chains (100 metres) on either side of the Highway. The Commission 
has labelled some trees and other plants, some of which can be observed 
while driving, but are best found by spending a few hours walking along 
the road. It is a case of keeping to the road, on account of the thick 
vegetation as well as the lay of the Bucs up hill one side and down 
to the depths on the other, - 


Doubtless there were more  abelted specimens than we founds but I 
will mention four of the Eucalypts that we found in a short walk. 
The Cut-tail or Brown-barrel, Eucalyptus fastigata, was found - 
a noble tree, keeping place with the taller useful hardwoods that are 
cut for ‘general! use, but so tall a specimen that difficulty was ’ 
experienced in comparing leaves etc with cther eucalypts. This eucalypt 
extends more into South Eastern N. S.W. Fa up beyond Sydney, prea cael 
granite soils. - 
The Mountain Grey-gum, Bucalyptus cypellocarpa , another: huge tree with 
spreading top, was also difficult to observe. Labels placed on smaller 
specimens and juvenile growths would help learners like us. 
The: Messmate, Eucalyptus obliqua, was more familiar to us, as it is” 
found in many parts of the Dividing Ranges although it is a very 
variable tree. 
The Manna Gum, Eucalyptus viminitlis , is another one that we of Central 
Victoria nionuie readily recognise, both mature and juvenile leaves 
distinctive, familiar to us, and well liked by the Koala. 


The plant we found most interesting was the Gippsland Waratah, 
Telopea oreades. Many specimens were easily seen only a few metres from 
the road edge, and although it does not bloom until spring and early 
summer, we found the long leaves, Searming dark ved before paing shed, 
particularly attractive. 


Trees of Sassafras, heSbevarjoaica moschatum, “and Blanket Leaf, 
Bedfordia. arborescens, were labelled, and as they are seen in many other 
parts of Victoria they were old friends. If a traveller could only visit 
this delightful reserve each month throughout the spring and summer, 
what a list of ground flora could be identified. As we walkied quietly 
along the road, we easily approached a Black Wallaby, which seemed to 
enjoy the easy grazing by the roadside. 


da! 


IN A Que GARDEN FF 
’ by Tom Patullo. | 


CALLISTEMONS This” month I would like to draw your attention to thee 
large variety of colour shades of Callistemon Hybrids which are now. 
cbtainable from the nurseries. Evidentally | the plant propagators: are ~ 
finding this genus easy to hybridise, with the result that there are now 
many and varied colour shades available. 


We recently decided to plant a screén to divide our house yard 
from the bush, and eventually settled for Acacias and Callistemons for 
the purpose. We first engaged a contractor with heavy tractor and ripper. 
to break up the subsoil to the maximum depth,. approximately two feet. 
After thoroughly soaking the whole area with the hose, I applied a liberal 
dressing cof gypsum, hopefully to break down the clay, then added barrow 
loads of compost and sandy loam followed by a sprinkling of Blood and 
Bone, This was. then well mixed and cultivated with the rotary digger, 
and again given a good soaking (before the rain). 


The next item was a nursery crawl to select up to twenty specimens . 
for planting before the cold of winter set in. We eventually decided on 
eight Acacias and nine Callistemons. These we planted in two rows with 
the larger Acacias at the back and the smaller Gallistemons in ERSTE 
to alternately cover the SEIS between the Acacias. . 


This is when we discovered the many and varied Callistenon Hybrids, 

from which we chose: - 

Callistemon "Anzac" (white), Call. "Mount. Oberon" (white), Call."Reeves © 

Pink" (pink), Call."Mauve Mist" (mative), Call."EBastland" EEE, 
We also chose the following pure species:- 
Call. phoeniceus (red), Call.salignus (white), with golden ahenen new 
foliage, Call.pallidus,(lemon yellow). and Call.pachyphyllus (red). 

We also chose another two hybrids to be planted as specimen trees, 
Call."Hannah Ray"! and Call."Kings Park Special", both Sok ee 
We also chose a Melaleuca fulgens Cred). oa hn tod AR ee eh 

Our © selection of Acacias was as Resins ies 

Acacia cardiophylla, Wyalong Wattle. Spring flowering, this acacia’ 
grows to a well rounded bush to twelve feet high and. wide, with fine 
fernlike leaves and pendulous branches. 
Acacia podalyriifolia, Mount Morgan Wattle, with attractive: blue- 
powdered, soft foliage and bright orange yellow flowers in spring. 
We planted ‘two of. these. 
Acacia cultriformis, Knife Leaf Acacia, spring flowering, soneMhaee 

Similar in leaf Shave to A.pravissima, the Ovens Wattle, but with silvery 
grey leaves rather than green, 
Acacia spectabilis, Mudgee Wattle, spring flowering, reputed to be one 
of the most beautiful wattles for garden culture, with fernlike leaves 
and rich yellow balls of blossom in large sprays outside the foliage. 
Acacia floribunda, Gossamer Wattle, an upright tree with slender Wie ais 
branches, bearing prolific Long. Finger flowers. 


We finished off the row with a couple of local acacias. . 
A.acinacea, Gold Dust Wattle, which grows in the bush around here as a 
small straggly plant, about twelve inches high, but under good conditions 
becomes a lovely rounded shrub up to six feet den and wide, with long. 
arching branches. of bright golden bloom. 
A.armata, Kangaroo, Thorn or Hedge Acacia, another arene which Shows 
remarkable improvement when grown under good conditions. The deep yellow 
flowers. are large and showy, on long arching branches. 


All the above varieties of Acacia are spring flowering so we are 
looking for a nice display of bloom. The Callistemons of course will 
flower later on in early summer. 


8. 


SUPPLEMENT TO ‘THE BIRDS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT? 


The official bird list for the Bendigo district, was prepared by the 
Bird Observers Group, and published by the Bird Observers Club, 
Melbourne in 1976. Since then, there have been a number of observations 
of species that are new to, or very rarely recorded in, the Bendigo : 
District. 


PART 2: ADDITIONAL RECORDS OF INFREQUENTLY RECORDED SPECIES 


Family PLATALEIDAE IBISES and SPOONBILLS 
(Formerly known as family THRESKIORNITHIDAE) 
-Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus 
A flock of about 3000 birds was seen along Piccaninny Creek near Whingee 
Swamp in January 1980. A single bird was observed at May Swamp dunzae 
November 1980, 


Family ANATIDAE Bs GEESE, SWANS and DUCKS 
Freckled Duck, Stictonetta naevosa. 
One bird at Epsom Sewerage Sup in November 1980 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE EAGLES, GOSHAWKS, HARRIERS and 
KITES 


Letter-winged Kite, Elanus scriptus . 
One bird was found dead near Whingee Swamp during March 1977. 


Collared Sparrowhawk , Accipiter cirrocephalus 
There have been only two or three sightings of this bird during the 
last five years. Difficult to eRee aa) from. estes Goshawk. 


Family FALCONIDAE FALCONS and KESTRELS 
Grey Falcon, Falco hypoleucos 


A pair were seen at Strathfieldsaye in Peveaber Ushi she 
Family ROSTRATULIDAE - PAINTED SNIPE 


Australian Painted Snipe, Rostratula benghalensis 

Only one recent sighting - at Whingee Swamp in January 1980. 

Family BURHINIDAE STONE CURLEWS 

Southern Stone-curlew, Burhinus magnirostris 

Seen singly or in pairs at Ravenswood, Barnadown and the Whipstick, and 
they were heard calling in Bendigo, at Sedgwick and at peer? all in 
recent years. Declining in numbers. 


Family LARIDAE "GULLS and TERNS 
Gull-billed Tern, Gelochelidon nilotica (Formerly Sterna pose) 
Several were seen at Whingee Swamp in January 1980. | 


The next three families were formerly grouped ROB SEDGTE in the family, 
PSITTACIDAE, Parrots ale, Cockatoos. ; 


Family LORIIDAE °° _ LORIKEETS and ALLIES 
Rainbow Lorikeet, Trichoglossus haematodus 

Only two recent records, One bird was seen at strathfieldsaye, and Five 
were seen in October 1980 at aes East. 


Family CACATUIDAE cocKAToos 
Little Corella, Cacatua sanguinea 


Much less common in this district than the long-billed corella. 
Three were noted regularly for several weeks in the Strathfieldsaye 


area during September 1978. 


9. 
SUPPLEMENT TO 'THE BIRDS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT‘! continued 


Family PLATYCERCIDAE BROAD~TAILED PARROTS 
Elegant Parrot, Neophema elegans. 

Listed as iiconmined in The Birds of the Bendigo District. However, they 
were seen fairly regularly at Comet Hill in the 1940's, have been seen 
once on the Inglewood-Kingower road, and more recently, three were seen 
at Mandurang in the summer of 1976-77. 


Turquoise Parrot, _N.pulchella 
One was picked up dead at Burkes: Flat in 1977. 


Family STRIGIDAE rs ee HAWK-OWLS 

Powerful Owl, Ninox strenua 
Several pairs are resident in our area. Single birds | are seen from time 
to time. : 


Family ALCEDINIDAE . KINGFISHERS 
Azure Kingfisher, Ceyx azureus (formerly Alycone azurea) 
A single bird was seen at Crusoe Reservoir in March 1980. 


Red-backed Kingfisher, Haleyon pyrrhopygia 


One was seen at Mandurang South in February 1980, and a pair were 
observed in the Whipstick in November 1980. 


Family ALAUDIDAE LARKS 
Skylark, Alauda arvensis (Introduced) 


The only recent reports of this species are in the Redesdale area, 
Family MUSCICAPIDAE OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS 
Australian Ground Thrush (Sealy Thrush), Zoothera davis 

(Formerly included in family TURDIDAE, thrushes. ) 

Apparently resident at Mt. Alexander, Two observations at sedeiich during 
1980, 


Pink Robin, Petroica rodinogasten 
Only one recent observation, in the Sugarloaf Hills at Axedale during 
September 1980, 


Rose Robin, P. rosea 
The only recent record is from Spring Gully during 1977. 


Leaden Flycatcher, Myiagra rubecula 

(Formerly separated into family MONARCHIDAE, Monarch flycatchers) 
Regularly seen over the last three years at Emu Creek, Pilcher's Bridge 
and in the Segwick/Mandurang South area. Breeding ae been noted. Now 


seen more frequently than in the past. 


Rufous Fantail, Rhipidura fuliginosa 

One seen at Pilcher's Bridge in November 1980 

Family MELIPHAGIDAE : leaaas HONEYEATERS » 
White-fronted Honeyeater, Phy ltdonynis albifrons 

At least four were seen in the Whipstick in March HURy, ‘and ‘one was seen 
in a Bendigo garden in October 1980. 


Regent Honeyeater, Xanthomyza phrygia (Formerly Zanthomiza ‘aiyeeye 
Listed as moderately common, but has declined sharply in the last Fifteen 


years ». and May now be an endangered species. Has been noted singly 

or in pairs on less than ten occasions in the last four years, in the 
Bendigo suburbs, at Strathfieldsaye, in the Dargile Forest and Lake Eppalock, 
Black Honeyeaten , Certhionyx niger (Formerly Myzomela nigra) 

During spring 1980, there were two sight ngs of oe male pds at | 

Long Gully and at Bae lenewies 


Striped Honeyeater, Plectorhyncha lanceolata . 


Two birds were seen in’ a private garden at Long Gully pears Nov.1980. 


10. 


MAMMAL SURVEY RESULTS, EASTEX 1981 (April 17-21) 
YARC FLORA RESERVE, BLACK RANGE. 


Although the Easter campout was ostensibly a club activity, the 
mammal survey component took up much of the time. 


-The site was situated right on the border between the bush and 
eleared farmland. The range comprised steep-sided ridges and gullies. 
We were lucky to be camped right alongside a perennial creek flowing 
in a gully which was rich in shrubs and ferns. Most. of the traps were 
set along this gully. The dominant eucalypts of the forest were 
Victorian Blue Gum (E.st.johnii syn.bicostata) which grew mainly in 
the gullies, Narrow-leaved or Common Peppermint (E.radiata), Broad- 
leavéd Peppermint (E.dives), and Messmate Stringybark (5. obliqua). 

The last three grew mainly on the ridges. 


Trapping results (the number refers to individual animals caught - 
it exclude retraps) 


Antechinus stuartii (Brown Antechinus) g 
Rattus fuscipes (Bush Rat) 3 
Rattus rattus (Ship/Black Rat) ae? 
Perameles nasuta (Long-nosed Bandicoot) AL 


Spotlighting observations 


Acrobates pygmaeus Cresthercaa Glider ) - this obsérvation. needed 
confirmation since only one person saw it. 

Trichosurus vulpecula (Brush-tailed. Possum) 

Pseudocheirus peregrinus (Ring-tailed Possum) 

Petaurus breviceps (Sugar Glider) 

Wallabia bicolour (Swamp/Black-tailed Wallaby) 

Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala) 


Daylight observations 

Macropus giganteus (Eastern Grey Kangaroo) 
Wallabia bicolor (Swamp/Black-tailed SEMEL?) 
Tachyglossus aculeatus (Echidna) 


Cirecumstancial evidence 


No actual animals seen but plenty of evidence available: burrows , 
pathways, droppings, large holes in netting fences. 


Vombatus ursinus (Eastern Wombat) 
: kw ke ee & oe es 


KINGSTONS' COACH CAMPING. SAPARL TOURS ‘FOR. NATURALISTS, 


The 23 day Arhnemland and Kimberleys Safari departing on 6 June was booked 
out. A similar tour, but not restricted to naturalists, departs on 5 Oct. 
On this tour a visit to Ayers Rock has been substituted for Kings Canyon, 
otherwise the itinery is practically the same. The advertised cost of 

the safari is $590. but members of a affiliated clubs will be accepted 

at the discounted price of $465. A group of 9 from the Burnie (Tas.) 

Field Naturalists Club has already booked on the 5 Sept. departure safari. 


Although considerable interest has been shown in the 15 day Lamington 
National Park Campout departing on 19 Sept., bookings have been surprisingly 
slow. Club members intending to take part in this tour are requested 
to make their bookings as soon as possible. The attractively low tariff 
of $310. is subject to a minimum of 30 bookings. 
(Enquiries can be made to Mr. Ian McCann at 29 Crowlands Road,Stawell, 

3380. 


ll. 
_ BIRD NOTES find 


Notes and cheemvanicns from the meeting of the Bird | OBservers' Group, 
on Friday, May Ast. 


CATTLE EGRET . Two observations were ‘to hand - one ‘single bird near Epsom 
on 20th April, feeding in long grass, close to cattle, and a group of 
12 birds seen at Huntly on 17th April. These birds are often seen in 
company with cattle, where’ they feed on insects Bud larvae which have 
been disturbed*by the grazing animals. 

This species was first recorded in Victoria in 1949 | at. cenarroken and 
has since been seen in many: other places in this State. A native of the 
Asian regions, the species was first introduced into Australia in 1933, 
when 18 birds were liberated in Derby, W.A. 
Since then, they have rapidly spread throughout Australia , being most 
plentiful towards the coastal regions, However, many ornithologists 
believe they have’ also ‘migrated to: MERE EE a natural means, via the 
islands to the north of Australia. . 


MAGPIE LARK. An observation at Sandhurst Road on 29th April was the 
sighting of a group of Magpie Larks, 51 in number, perched on the power 
lines adjacent to the road. This grouping or flocking together in the 
non breeding season is common to many other species of birds, typical 
examples being flee taae Magpies, is alana choughs » Eastern Rosella, 
etc. i 


PIED CURRAWONGS have been making their presence known in several places 
in the urban’ area by their harsh GERRI: 


FLAME ROBINS appear to be well and truly with us once more. They have 
been reported from many local areas, from mid-April onwards. 


LITTLE FRIAR-BIRDS . have been reported in small groups she Maiden Gully 
and Blue Jacket Reservoir. These birds were feeding on | flowering 
Ironbarks and Yellow Gum, also on mistletoe. 


PURPLE CROWNED LORIKEETS . seem to. be. scarce in numbers in our district 
this year. A single bird sighting at Kingower on the 9th March and one 
only in the Whipstick on the 25th April are the only records for the 
year. However, Musk and Little Lorikeets appear to be in their usual 
numbers in the Yellow Gum and Ironbarks. 


WOOD DUCK (Maned Goose). One cf our members watched a newly-hatched 
family being harrassed by a hungry or mean-looking Australian Raven, as 
they were being escorted by their parent towards water in early April. 
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FROM THE BENDIGO ADVERTISER OF APRIL 1856. Contributed by Peter Ellis. 


April 8 1856, p.3. "The Bunyip * -. By reference to our advertising columns 
it will be ascertained ‘that Me, Tyson advertises a "real live Bunyip," to 
be seen at his slaughter yards, Back Creek, this day. Knowing how sceptical 
many are of the reality of the existence of this animal we shall make a 
point of visiting the yards and giving a full report of what we see." 
April 9. "The Bunyip. - In our last we promised to give a full account of 
the specimen advertised for exhibition at Tyson's Yard,Back Creek. 

On visiting the place - our imagination worked up to the highest pitch, 
almost trembling with anxiety to view this "great unknown" - this so- 
described eagle-clawed, pig-headed, horse-bodied, fifteen hands high 
monster~ we were informed he had escaped from the custody of his keepers, 
two black-fellows, (the natives are afraid of the bunyip from time 
immemorial,) and so were denied the pleasure of feasting our eyes on the 
specimen of this extraordinary beast. It were as well that Mr.Tyson should 
shortly find another sample of this species, otherwise he may not soon 
forget his real live bunyip. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 


Summary of main action/items of interest from Committee Meeting on 25/5/81 


1. 


A Syllabus Sub-Committee is being formed to prepare a full years _ 


» syllabus for 1982 in time to publish and distribute before the 


end of this year, Suggestions for meeting topics/spéeakers and 
excursions should be given to Berry Vardy or Eric Wilkinson. 


A submission has been made to the Conservation. Council of Victoria 
for National Estate Funding for. purchase of Allotment 16, Section B, 
Parish of Whirrakee, (This is a repeat of last years submission, 
which was given No, 1 priority Eva the.CsC. ite but not by the 
Ministry of Conservation, )- 


The Club is applying to Australia Post for saps Staten of. Nihizrakee" 
as a,Category B, Publication, to reduce postage costs. 


The Chinese Association has requested the club to provide 
information on the flora in the vicinity. of the Chinese digger's 
holes at White Hills. Peter Ellis has agreed to do this. 


A summary of the Victorian National Parks Association's views:on 
the L.C.C. Recommendations for the whole North Central Study Area 
has been received. A copy of the summary is to be forwarded to the 
Bendigo Advertiser, in an effort to coumter the recent spate of 
criticism of the L.C.C. conservation recommendations which have 
appeared in that paper. 


The Bird Observers Group is -to ‘be asked to comment on the first 
Report of the Lower Loddon Flooding and Drainage Study. The fate 
of swamps.such as Tang Tang and Whingee | could depend on the 
outcome of this study. 


Information was received from the. V. F. Ne or A, on a Campout at 
Alexandra in September, 


Peter Ellis is acting as co-ordinator for a Whipstick Wildflower 
Tour being run by Continuing Education on Sunday August 30th. 
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“ ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 


This is a new feature, being introduced to make members aware of 
publications received each month by the club, to encourage greater use 


of 


the club library. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Newsletter No. 182, May 1981. 
Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Excursion - News sree 1981. 
Castlemaine Naturalist, April 1981, No.56. 

The Bird OBserver. No. 592, May 1981. 

A.C.F, Newsletter Vol. 13, No.4, May 1981, 

Australian Wildlife Research, Vol. 8, No.1, 1981, 
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WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION CAMPOUT 


HOST - Colac VENUE - Bambra Camp 28th, 29th & 30th August 1981. 
ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION . 
1. BAMBRA CAMP: 


a. Limited numbers of beds available in each dormitory. 

b. Space available in each dormitory for those with portable beds. 
(The floor is concrete) 

c. Limited amount of unpowered space available for caravans. 

d. Any number of tent sites. 


All alternatives listed above will cost approximately $3.00 per person 
per day. The charge covers electricity, power for the kitchen facilities, 
and bathroom heating costs. 


Those: interested using the camp are asked to book early, stating the 
type of accommodation required. 


CONTACT PERSON: Lorraine Cotten (Secretary) 
Yeodene Primary School, P.0.Box 315 Colac, 3250. 


2. HOTEL ACCOMMODATION IN WINCHELSEA (approx. 10 kms from camp) 
Barwon Hotel Main St., Winchelsea. Phone 052-67 2046 


Accommodation for 8 people $11.50 bed & breakfast 
or $10.50 bed & breakfast if staying for 
3 or more days. 


Winchelsea Hotel 20 Willis St., Winchelsea. Phone 052-67 2067 


Accommodation for 9 people: $10.00 bed & breakfast 
$ 8,00 without breakfast. 


3.° CARAVAN PARK 
Yuniga Caravan Park - 22 Willis St., Winchelsea Ph. 052-67 2026 


Rates: $4.00 per night for a powered site with 2 People per van 
Extra adults $1.00 per person. 


$3.00 per night unpowered site with 2 people per van 
Extra adults $1.00 per person. 


4, ACCOMMODATION IN COLAC - Approx. 32 km from Bambra. 


1. Lake Colac Caravan Park 1. Queen St., Colac. Ph. 052-31 5971 
24 sites available at $6. per site. 


2. List of Hotels in Colac - 


Austral Hotel - 185 Murray St., Colac, 052-31 3002 
Colae Hotel - 1 Princes Highway, Colac. 31 2136 


Commercial Hotel Motel - 10 Murray St., Colac 31.5777 
Union Club Hotel - 110 Murray St., Colac, . 31 5644 
Colac Lake Motel - Old Princes Hwy Colac. 31 5288 
Colae West End Flats - 40 Ross St., Colac. 31 5953 
Otway Gate Motel - 52 Murray St., Colac. 31 3244 
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V.F.N.C.A. MINI CAMP OUT, ALEXANDRA, SEPTEMBER 19-20th 1981 F 


PROPOSED PROGRAM: 


SATURDAY, September 19th ~ 
After PICNIC. LUNCH, meet, outside Alexandra High School at 


1.00 pm. for Condneree tour to CATHEDRAL STATE PARK, 
6.00 pm. DINNER, 

7300 pm.” ’ DELEGATES": MEETING = High’ School”. 

8.00 pm. _ SLIDE EVENING - HIGH SCHOOL - 

Poe “Mr. Warren German and Members of the Upper Goulburn F.N.C. 
SUPPER. Gun oi 
SUNDAY, September 20th. -; 

9,00 am. Meet outside Alexandra, High School. 


Briefing by Ranger before leaving for, 
EER EAN, FLORA RESERVE. 


PICNIC, LUNCH, 
Possible Na to YARCK FLORA RESERVE on way home. 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE : 


REDGATE MOTEL, Rose Street, ALEXANDRA, Phone:” (057) 72 1777. Post Code 
3714— 
There is another Motel, 


There are two Hotels - DARMODY'S and MT. PLEASANT. 


Also RIVERSDALE CARAVAN PARK ‘Phone: (057) 72 1222. 
(on-site caravans, powered sites, camping area.) 
next door to meeting place:~ .ALEXANDRA HIGH SCHOOL. 
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ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION FOR W.V.F.N.C.A. DONALD CAMP-OUT, OCT.17-18th 


As accommodation is limited at all of these locations, « early booking 

is strongly advised. 

Motel Avon Woods St., Donald 3480. Ph.(054) 971 4g8, (3 units) 

Shamrock Hotel Woods St. ,Donald, 3480. Ph.(054) 971 210 

Mt.Jeffcott Hotel Woods St, ,Donald.3480. Ph. (054) 971 O11 

Donald Hotel Woods St. ,Donald,3480. Ph.(054) 971 410 

Caravan Park Borung Highway, Donald, 3480. Ph.Shire: Office (054)971 300. 
'- Caretaker (after hours) (054) 971 562 


The week end. program will ‘commence . at 1.00pm on Saturday Oct.17th, and 
Conclude at approximately 4.pm on Sunday Oct.18th. More detailed 
information will be given later, Enquiries can be made to Mrs Keith Smith 
(Pres.) (Ph. 054 986 515) or to Mrs Ken Rye (Sec.) (Ph. 054 971 244), 

or to Box 111, Donald, 3480. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Correspondence P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd.E'hawk 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall §t.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St.Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST. SECRETARY ONS John Lindner © 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk “46 7132 
TREASURER .. , Glenise Moors Sedgwick __. 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46° 8736 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS $e 

GROUP CONVENOR John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E' hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP = 
SECRETARY © Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP f 

SECRETARY John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history, The subscription rates are: 
$6.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them can have this service 
by paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The asserbly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting, creas 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Sea in 
Havlin St. East, 


Bird Observers Group meete on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7. 30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except 
when the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, 
inwwhich case the M.S,G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in 
member's homes as announced. 
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NOMINATION FORM 
Namen Morten: sien soo ete eMbte beset pACOPOSSNis ines: sak epg cau ie sntsgs cys 
Nominated C2 Ceeh Fe Cee be Coe UF CB AD 
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MEETINGS 

June 10th 
July 8th 
‘August 12th. 
September oth 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun.June 2ist. 


Sun.July 11th 


Sun. Aug.16th. 


Sun, Sept. 13th. 


‘Leaders: 
St. at 10.0 an. 


“Leaders: 


~ DIARY = 


Mr. Rod Fyffes "Aboriginal Prehistory and Archaeology 
in Victoria" 


My. Peter Ellis: ‘'Whipstick Flora" 
Mr. Geoff Sitch: 
aaa Meeting anal Presidents Address. 


_."Propagation of Native Plants". 


Half day excursion to collect and contrast Lower and 
Middle Ordovician fossils (graptolites) from either 
side of the Whitelaw Fault at East Bendigo. 

Leader: Laurie Leeson, Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 pm. 


Full day excursion to Whipstick mallee areas to see 
feacia flexifolia, orchids and other wildflowers. 
Peter Ellis and Noel Ruedin. Meet at Havlin 


Full day excursion to Spring Gully Reservoir Catchment 


Reserve. This will be an opportunity to see whether © 


there have been any significant changes in the vegetation 
since the fencing of the catchment. 

Leader: Tom Patullo. Meet at Havlin St. at 10,0 am 
(Those able te come for the afternoon only should be~ 

at the Diamond Hill Road gate at 1,30 pm 


Full day excursion to Kamarooka Forest Park to see 


Swainsona procumbens and other wildflowers, and to 


Hunter to see the rare Swainsona. plagiotropis. 
Peter Ellis, Leon Ruedin. 


MAMMAL. SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs,June | 18th. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri,Jduly 3rd. 


Meeting at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., 
_ Golden Square at 7.30 pm. ae 


Meeting at Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom at 7. 30 pm 
Dale Gibbons will speak on "Owls" 

Bird of the Night: Bendigo Finches (Zebra finch, 
Diamond ‘Firetail and Waxbill) 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun,.July 5th. 


Coliban Falls and Turpins Falls. 

Mr, Ian Brown will show us these very different and 
beautiful geological formations, the former in granite 
and the latter in basalt, and explain their formation. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 pm. 


